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Volunteer Spotlight 
Jessica Valencia from         

Longfellow Elementary 
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I’d like to give a shout out and a huge thanks to all of the PTO, 

Booster Club, and other parent organizations who willingly and cheer-

fully lend their time and talents to our schools and our children. The big 

and little things that you do make a difference in our schools. Some 

schools  have only a handful of volunteers who participate while other 

schools have large groups of helpers. Thanks to everyone for the time 

that you give! I’ve had the opportunity to attend many galas, banquets, 

carnivals, story nights, and festivals. The parents, grandparents, and  

volunteers work hard to make these events a success. Please thank them 

for all they do. Better yet, pitch in and give time where you can, even if 

it’s only a small amount. 

I also need to thank all those who may not be a part of the 

school’s parent organization, but still give time to help in the class-

rooms, libraries, car-rider lines, lunch duty, and cookie dough fundrais-

ers. These things directly impact our children and make school an even 

better place to be. I’m sure I haven’t touched on all of the areas where 

school volunteers exist. I know that all these activities take time and  

effort, but what a great place to spend that time! 

"Mr. Bob Beauprez once shared,  “Education is a shared           

commitment between dedicated teachers, motivated students and     

enthusiastic parents with high expectations."“ This is true, and school 

volunteers do what they do because they know it’s true also. Thank you 

so much for all that you do! 

 Nicole Tonini 
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SeaPerch: Great Programs Happen When 

Parents and Teachers Join Efforts 
On March 7, almost 300 Alvin ISD elementary, junior high, and high school stu-

dents from 70 different teams came together in the Pearland Natatorium for a full 

day of learning, sharing, competing, and fun at the Regional SeaPerch Competi-

tion.  

SeaPerch is the innovative K-12 underwater robotics program, sponsored by the 

Office of Naval Research (ONR) and managed by the Association of Unmanned 

Vehicle Systems International Foundation (AUVSIF). The organization trains           

teachers and group leaders to inspire their students to build their own Remotely 

Operated Vehicles (ROVs) following an academic curriculum consistent with na-

tional learning standards supporting Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathe-

matics (STEM) with a marine engineering-based theme. 

“Having all these teams from 15 different schools would not have been possible 

without the dedication of teachers and parents, who teamed up and dedicated 

their time to coach hundreds of students and to give them the opportunity to have 

this enriching learning experience,” said the SeaPerch coordinator at Mary Marek 

Elementary, Michelle Pedalino.  

For William “Randy” Teal, a teacher from Alvin Junior High, having the opportunity 

to serve as the SeaPerch District Coordinator has been a fantastic experience.  

“I  see this responsibility as an extension of the same passion I use with students in 

the classroom. An aspect of the SeaPerch program I am particularly proud of is the 

problem solving skills required to be successful. In addition, the program instills a 

personal determination in students through the engineering design process. I hope 

to see this program continue to flourish in our district,” commented Teal.  

When parents were asked why they decided to volunteer as team coaches, the 

common answer was that they wanted their own children and other children in 

the district to have the opportunity to experience programs like SeaPerch and to 

provide them with the opportunity to learn  about robotics, engineering, science,  

and mathematics, while building an underwater ROV .  

“Our kids had an amazing experience. They 

learned so much. Most of the kids on our 

team stepped out of their comfort zone and 

stepped up when their team needed them.  

A child that was once a shy and timid public 

speaker is now a confident proud speaker in 

front of intimidating Navy officers.  A child 

who wanted to do things their way or no way 

before joining SeaPerch, now knows the im-

portance of team work,” said Vivianne Cao, 

parent and coach of one of the Mary Marek 

elementary teams.                                                                              

For students participating in the program, 

SeaPerch is not only fun but it also teaches 

them academic, technical, and social skills 

that they will definitely be able to use in 

their future careers. During their practice 

time you often hear students discussing 

terms such as buoyancy and propulsion or 

talking about the physics of motion.  

For Garret Sassin, a 5th grade student at Sa-

vannah Lakes Elementary, the aspect he likes 

the most about SeaPerch is learning how to 

problem solve, figuring things out,  and being 

creative to get the right results. Camila 

Luevano, a 4th grader also at Savannah Lakes 

said that she really enjoyed building the ROV 

from scratch and learning how to make it 

reach “neutral buoyancy” so that it could be 

controlled under the water. 

Alvin ISD schools offering SeaPerch: 

Alvin Junior High 

Fairview Junior High 

Harby Junior High 

Rodeo Palms Junior High  

Nolan Ryan Junior High 

Manvel High School 

Alvin High School 

Passmore Elementary 

EC Mason Elementary 

Glenn York Elementary 

Red Duke Elementary 

Mary Marek Elementary 

Wilder Elementary 

Savannah Lakes Elementary 

Mark Twain Elementary 
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Vicente Reid is the proud father of three Alvin ISD 

students. Veronique is in 8th grade and Victoria is in 

7th grade, both at Nolan Ryan Junior High. Valyn is 

his younger daughter and she is in 2nd grade at Laura 

Ingalls Wilder Elementary. For Reid, being involved in 

his daughters’ education is a priority which is why he 

participates in the Watch D.O.G.S. program at both 

schools. This busy dad  is a full time independent con-

sultant for the Oil and Gas industry, but every other 

Friday, he alternates between these two schools to help 

during lunch time. 

“By helping a couple hours during lunch time, not 

only do I get to spend time with my daughters, but I 

get to listen to their conversations with their friends. I 

learn so much from these conversations, because I 

hear what interest them. I also get to meet their       

teachers, principals, and assistant principals and this 

helps me connect with the school community.” said 

Mr. Reid.  

This year, there are many Alvin ISD schools that have 

implemented the Watch D.O.G.S. program. Every 

school that has the program implemented, offers dads 

different options to volunteers. Some schools ask their 

dads to spend the whole day in the school volunteer-

ing in different areas and in different classrooms, 

while other schools, like Nolan Ryan Junior High, 

give dads the option to volunteer just for a couple of 

hours in an area that interests them and that adjusts to 

their schedule.  

“I could not commit to a whole day, but I am very 

happy to have the opportunity  to volunteer during 

lunch time at both of my daughters’ schools. To me, 

this is not a huge time commitment but it is a huge 

commitment to the education of my children,” ended 

Mr. Reid.  

To find out if your school has a                

Watch D.O.G.S. program, contact                 

Alvin ISD Family Engagement Coordinator, 

Ana Pasarella  

(281) 245-2658  or  apasarella@alvinisd.net  

 

You may also contact the individual schools directly 
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Stanton’s Shopping Center opens its doors to Alvin Elementary 
families and teachers for an “Out of the Box” family night 

Community partners play 
an important role in the 
education of each and    
every student in Alvin ISD. 
When schools, families, 
and community partners 
join efforts, the results are 
out of the box, engaging, 
and fun opportunities 
where children can apply 
the academic learning   
occurring in the schools to 
the real world.  

On March 12, Stanton’s 
Grocery Shopping Center, 
in Alvin, opened its doors 
to host the Alvin Elemen-
tary Family Academic 
Night. The parking lot of 
the local store was filled 
with the cars of all the 
families that were excited 

about attending this “non-traditional” family activity.  

The families walked around the store, from the produce aisle to the 
hardware section. They used math to solve problems such as estimating 
the cost of different sizes of milk, finding examples of quadrilateral 
shapes around the store, and calculating the cost of ingredients needed 
to make a meal.  

Amy Hasse-Davidson, 5th grade teacher at Alvin Elementary, was in 
charge of coordinating all the activities and mapping out the store to 
make sure that the activities were easy for the parents and the students 
to follow. However, Hasse-Davidson shared that this night would not 
have been possible without the participation of all the teachers in the 
school and the partnership with Stanton’s.  

“Even though the idea of having a family night outside of the school was 
a little bit intimidating, once we started planning, it turned out to be 
easier than hosting it at the school as we had done in previous years. We 
really felt welcomed by everyone at Stanton’s and they were so willing 
to help us. We didn’t have to make up any games as we were using the  
store as an opportunity for the students to apply math  and science  

concepts to real life experiences, such as it is shopping 
at a grocery store,” said Hasse-Davidson.  

The school’s principal and assistant principal, Tracy 
Olvera and Karla Kling, along with the rest of the  
teachers, and the school mascot, greeted students and 
their families as they arrived to the store. Students 
from 3rd through 5th grade were handed a map of the 
store and then directed to different aisles to receive 
their grade level Math and Science scavenger hunt  
activities.  

Teachers were also located throughout the store to 
help students and parents who needed assistance with 
reading the questions or completing the activities for 
all grade levels  

Parents appreciated the original family night. Jose 
Torres, a parent of a 5th grade student at Alvin Ele-
mentary and a kindergarten student at Alvin Primary 
commented that activities like this offer children an 
opportunity to solve problems, and to think differently 
about how to apply skills learned in the classroom.  

The night concluded with the Alvin Elementary Youth 
Choir, led by music teacher Mary Foster, performing a 
musical filled with math and science songs. Parents 
were seen singing along with their children without 
missing the lyrics of the songs. This shows the level of 
involvement parents had helping their kids learn the 
songs at home.  

The night could not have been possible without the 
support of the Stanton family. The store not only 
opened its door to the hundreds of parents, children 
and, teachers that attended, but they also donated hot 
dogs,  hamburgers, and drinks, to make sure no one 
left hungry.  

“We feel blessed to have been able to host this won-
derful gathering for students, parents, and teachers. 
Everyone had a great time, lots of fun, and the most 
important thing is that we contributed to the education 
of all these Alvin ISD children,” mentioned Mr. Allen 
Stanton.  
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Each school in Alvin ISD has an abundance of volunteers that 

make a difference every day in the lives of students, teachers,     

administrators, and even other parents. When you ask a principal to 

nominate a volunteer for this section of the newsletter and you re-

ceive one nomination that says “I don’t know what our campus 

would do without her,” you know that this volunteer deserves to be  

spotlighted .  

Jessica Valencia is a mother of two Longfellow Elementary stu-

dents. Nathaniel is in third grade and Joshua is in  kindergarten.  

Valencia has been volunteering at the school almost every day 

since Nathaniel entered kindergarten, four years ago.  

“I try to come as often as possible and I don’t turn down any work 

that is given to me. I try to help with anything, from big holiday 

projects to small classroom projects,” said Valencia. 

Teneille Ripple, campus Title I representative, commented that  

Valencia doesn’t pick and choose the work she does at school.  In 

addition, Ripple said that this mother does whatever it takes to help, 

not only in her children’s classrooms, but in other classrooms that 

need an extra pair of hands.  

Jessica Valencia 
Longfellow Elementary 

Valencia works half-day and the rest of the day 

she always checks with the school to see if they 

need anything from her. 

“ I want to be around my children as much as I 

can, and I want them to know that I am there for 

them. I believe that being involved at their school 

makes them more confident because they know 

that they have all my support and that I value their 

education,” explained Valencia.  
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Alvin ISD 

FAIR 
In an effort to promote parent and community involve-
ment in Alvin ISD, the Federal and Special Programs De-
partment, along with the Communications Department, 
and the Physical Education teachers from every Alvin ISD 
elementary campus joined efforts to plan the District’s 
8th annual Health and Wellness Fair.  

On February 3, a crowd of more than 900 students,     
parents, and staff stopped by Fairview Junior High to visit 
40 different community health and wellness booths. The 
health providers offered various health screenings at no 
cost to the attendees. Blood pressure and  lung tests, vas-
cular sonography, dental health, immunization vouchers, 
nutritional information, and weight and  body mass 
measurements, were just a few of the services provided 
to the students and community members during the fair. 
In addition, attendees were entertained with student per-
formances lead by the Physical Education teachers from 
nine different elementary schools.   

“As a school district we are very happy for the over-
whelming participation we had from parents and commu-
nity organizations. We are committed to continue      
offering these kinds of opportunities that allow our stake-
holders to get involved in the education of our students,”  
said Kimberly Wells, Alvin ISD director of Federal and Spe-
cial Programs.  

  

In the pictures from top to bottom, Fever, The mascot from 

First Choice ER inviting kids and parents to the fair,              

Stevenson Hula Hoppers performing during the fair, and          

students learning about healthy food choices.  
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Why Should Your Child Enroll In Pre-AP/AP 

Courses?  

 Taking Pre-AP/AP courses provides your child an exciting 

learning environment with rigorous curriculum using 

higher-level critical-thinking strategies.  

 Taking Pre-AP/AP courses sends a powerful message to 

colleges saying that students are ready to succeed in  

college.  

 Taking Pre-AP/AP courses enables students to gain college 

admission and college credit .  

 Taking Pre-AP/AP exams increases students options to 

move into upper-level courses sooner  

The Dual Credit Pro-

gram provides an 

opportunity for eli-

gible high school 

students to enroll in 

college courses and 

receive both high school and college 

credit for the course. The Dual Credit 

Program offers both academic and   

technical courses. Dual Credit academic 

courses refer to classes that are trans-

ferrable to Texas public colleges and 

universities; whereas technical dual 

credit courses are considered highly 

specialized classes for the workforce. 

These courses are not guaranteed to 

transfer to universities, but can be     

applied to Associate of Applied Science 

Degrees. Students should meet with the 

department chair to determine which 

universities accept technical courses.  

WHO TO 

CONTACT 

Alvin High School 

Fred Lewis 

Advance Academics 

281-245-3000 X4264 

flewis@alvinisd.net 

 

Kennon Henry 

ACC Dual Credit Advisor 

281-245-2776 

khenry@alvincollege.edu 

 

 

Manvel High 
School 

Tracie Lee  

Advanced Academics  
281-245-2126  

tflee@alvinisdnet  

 

Monica Silvas  

ACC Dual Credit Advisor  

281-245-2928  

msilvas@alvinisd .net  
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In Alvin ISD, teachers are trained year 

round to make sure that they offer stu-

dents engaging lessons. When you 

enter Torie Stewart’s second grade 

classroom you can see an example of 

what an engaged student body looks 

like. In just 45 minutes, the class goes 

from dancing while giving a break to 

their brain,  to engaging in numerous 

activities while they learn about the 

food chain. Stewart makes sure she 

uses all the strategies she has learned 

during her teaching career in Alvin 

ISD to  meet the needs of  every     

student.  

After just  five minutes visiting the 

classroom, students will come to you   

to ask if you want to sign their Social 

Contract. They can quickly explain  

that this is an agreement between   

everyone in the class about how they 

want to be treated.   

A Social Contract is one of the many 

Capturing Kids Hearts tools that Torie 

Stewart uses to manage classroom  

discipline.   

 

“At the beginning of the year, I teach my students how to use our Social Con-

tract to self manage their behavior so that later in the year, the learning      

process is not interrupted by discipline problems,” said Stewart.  

As the class goes on, you can hear Mrs. Stewart giving instructions and al-

most immediately, these second graders are engaged in an activity where they 

have  to help each other understand the academic concepts they are learning. 

While some students act as teachers, their peers listen attentively. They know 

that as soon  as the activity is over, they will be randomly called to share what 

they have learned. There is no time for misbehaving or playing around, they 

know they are being held accountable and they know what their teacher ex-

pects from them.   

In this second grade class at Longfellow Elementary, you can feel a trusting 

relationship between the students and Stewart. Positive affirmations,          

encouraging words, respect, and sometimes even disagreement help create an      

engaging learning environment where every student feels valued and          

encouraged to learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what engagement looks like every day in Stewart’s classroom 
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A grand total of about 360 people including parents, students, and       
teachers attended the district’s 1st  Bilingual Family Night that was held at 
the Alvin Family Community Center. All bilingual elementary schools on the 
east side of the District were invited to participate.  

The Bilingual Department, along with Ana Pasarella, Alvin ISD family en-
gagement coordinator, worked together to provide bilingual parents       
helpful information in regards to math, science, and language arts curricu-
lum,  as well as login information needed to download the District’s Mobile 
App. 

During the event, parents attended a keynote presentation by Pedro Luis 
Boitel, a bilingual teacher and presenter at the Texas Association of Bilin-
gual Educators National Conference. Boitel also offered a mini-session for 
elementary parents to share strategies to prepare their children for the  
STAAR reading test. Several community partners donated gift cards to be 
given as door prizes to parents, and as a show of appreciation to the teach-
ers that volunteered to make the event a success. 

An additional Bilingual Family Day is scheduled  for May 2. All the bilingual     
elementary schools on the west side of the district are invited to attend. For 
more information contact Ana Pasarella at apasarella@alvinisd.net  

Executive Director of Federal and 

Special Programs, Loree Bruton, 

and Director of       Bilingual   Pro-

grams , Paula Camacho pictured 

while at the 1st Bilingual Night.  

10 Ways to 
Help Your Child  

Succeed in     
Elementary 

School 
 

Parents' guidance and sup-

port plays a crucial role in 

helping kids do well aca-

demically. Here are 10 ways 

parents can put their kids 

on track to be successful 

students. 

1. Attend family nights and 

parent-teacher confer-

ences 

2. Visit the school and its 

website 

3. Support homework ex-

pectations 

4. Send your child to school 

ready to learn 

5. Teach organizational 

skills  

6. Teach study skills 

7. Know the disciplinary 

policy 

8. Get involved 

9. Take attendance          

seriously 

10.  Make time to talk about 

school. 

Taken from the website  

http://www.KidsHealth.org 
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THELMA LEY ANDERSON 

FAMILY YMCA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 13, 10am-12pm  

$5 professional photos with Santa 
 

 

 


